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ACTIVITY SHEET

SCOTLAND’S HUNTERS 
AND GATHERERS

Hundreds of tiny stone fragments have been 
found at Woodend Loch. These were the 
remains of ancient tools dating back to 
Mesolithic era. In other words they were 
used here by people who camped here 
about 10,000 years ago! 

Watch the films on the website to help 
answer the clues and to find out more. 
Answers can be found on the back page.

Find the fragments
Oops! The curator has got 
the finds from Woodend 
Loch in a muddle.

Can you find these 
three tools in the box?

Pointed flake, used as 
the tip of a spear.

Scraper used 
for working 
animal hides.

Jagged barb 
from the side 
of an arrow.

Hidden letters
Within each activity sheet you’ll find a hidden 
letter. Collect all five to spell a word that 
flows through this area’s history.
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Match the materials
Hunter-gatherer people had to get everything they 
needed from the wild.  What did they use these 
natural materials for?

0tter fur

To keep warm

Deer antler

For making tools

Useful for starting a fire

Dried mushrooms

Have a guess, then follow the 
wiggly lines to find out.

Wildflower roots 
(tubers of lesser celandine)

Seasoning for food 
and medicine
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Stone-age survivors
Here are some wildlife species that hunter-gatherers 
lived alongside. All of these still live in Scotland and can 
even be spotted within the Park today … all except one.

Alun Williams333, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

Zeynel Cebeci, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons

Charles J Sharp – CC BY-SA 4.0

Next time 
you’re in the 
park, see if you 
can spot any of 
them!

Red fox

Roe deer

Heron

Buzzard

Which one of these has since been 
hunted to extinction in Scotland?

WolfOwl

Kristian Pikner, CC BY-SA 4.0, via Wikimedia Commons
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Tiring work?
This man is chipping away at a 
rock to make a tool. 

 

Is he …
a) whittling 
b) chiselling 
c) knapping

Moving about
Hunter-gatherers didn’t settle in one place. 
They moved about. Can you shoogle the letters 
around to make a word that describes this? 

Remember, answers are on the back page.

C A D M I O N

R

Do you know the name 
for this ancient craft? 

Location, location, location
Which of these statements are untrue?

Hunter-gathering people were attracted to the 
Woodend Loch site because it gave them ... 

1) Easy access to water for fishing 
2) Spectacular mountain views out over the scenery
3) Animals to hunt: wild boar, deer, wildfowl ...   
4) Lots of plants for dyes, food and medicine
5) A cave they could hide in
6) Rock pools for shellfish
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Sounds like the past
Next time you’re at the park, imagine how this place sounded 
to the hunter-gatherers who camped here all those years ago.

Now open your eyes and make a list of the sounds you heard.

How many on your list are modern sounds?  
Score a line through these — you wouldn’t have heard any of 
these back then. 

How many of your sounds are natural sounds?  
Put a tick against these. 

These are sounds that you’d very likely have heard in ancient 
times …

Now imagine the sounds of 
people fishing, cooking food 
over a fire or chipping at flint 
tools.

What do you think they 
might be talking about?

Write down your ideas.

You’ll need:  a pencil and paper

Sit down or stand still.
Close your eyes very tightly.
Listen! What sounds can 
you hear? Vehicles? Different 
birdsongs? Anything else? 
Count them as you go. 

Can you name 10 different sounds?
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Answers

Find the fragments
1 = I
2 = A
3 = J

Match the materials
Otter pelt or fur = to keep warm
Deer antler = for making tools
Dried mushrooms = useful for starting a fire
Wildflower roots (tubers of lesser celandine) = seasoning for food and medicine.

Stone-age survivors
Wolf.  According to legend, the last wolf in Scotland was killed near Inverness around 1743.

Tiring work?
 Yes it is c, of course! Knapping – as opposed to napping – although he might be ready for a 
nap after all that work!

Moving about
NOMADIC. Did you guess right? A nomadic person can be called a nomad.

Location Location Location
Correct answers are 1, 3 and 4. They’d have to go elsewhere for 2, 5 and 6.

Hidden words challenge 
Did you find them all? 

Sheet 1:  R

Sheet 2:  A

Sheet 3:  T

Sheet 4:  E

Sheet 5:  W

What does it spell? Hmm? Something this area’s heritage is shaped by? 

The answer is of course WATER! Well done!


