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ACTIVITY SHEET

WATER AND 
INDUSTRY

Products and processes
On the right hand side are pictures of some of the industrial processes that once went on. 
On the left are descriptions of what was produced. 
Can you match process and product? 
You might want to write down your answers.

The area now known as the Seven Lochs Wetland Park 
was once the location for a whole host of factories and 
industries, all of which are now long gone. 

Watch the films on the website to help you with this activity sheet and find out more.  
Answers at the back.

1. Blocks of this kept things 
cold before people owned 
fridges and freezers.

2. Coal to heat people’s 
homes and power 
factories and transport.

5. Metal used in 
manufacturing ships, 
tools, household items.

4. Cloth for making 
clothes and furnishings, 
processed from imported 
raw linen and cotton.

3. Whisky for grown-ups 
to drink.

E. Ice cutting

C. Distilling

D. Iron smelting

A. Textile manufacture

B. Mining
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Map detectives
Archaeologists study maps from different times to understand how a landscape 
has changed.  They’ve provided you with a map of Hogganfield Loch as it was in 
the mid 1800s. The map shows several former factories and industrial sites, all of 
which have vanished in the years since.
Using the map below, locate the following …

1) A quarry — a type of mine where rock is taken out of the ground 
and cut into shapes for building houses, statues and walls etc. 

2) A colliery — a mine where coal is dug out of deep pits in the ground. Coal is known as a fossil fuel 
and takes millions of years to form under the surface of the earth. 

3) An ice factory — ice was cut from the surface of lochs, ponds or streams, then stored in ice houses, 
before being shipped around the world. Later in the 1900s people invented a way to make it in factories. 

4) A bleach works — where cloth was put through various processes to make it soft and white.

Reproduced with the permission of the National Library of Scotland

E

Hidden letters
Within each activity sheet you’ll find a 
hidden letter. Collect all five to spell a 
word that flows through this area’s history.



More map detectives 
The map below shows the area in the 1940s. 

Your task is to trace the route of the Monkland Canal.

Explore more!  
Why not look up online maps of the park today and 
compare them. 

Did you know? You’ve probably travelled along the 
route of the Monkland Canal. The M8 motorway 
follows its course. 

Can you name three settlements that it passes? 
If you are looking at the maps on a screen, don’t forget you can zoom in.

ACTIVITY SHEET - WATER AND INDUSTRY

Map from Ordnance Survey sheets 72-73, 31 Dec 1947
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Sounds like the past
For this activity we recommend you take a walk along the Monkland Canal. 
The surviving section of the Monklands canal is surrounded by serene woodlands – it’s one of the quietest 
places in the park. But in the 1800s it was far from it. Imagine … all day long barges would have been going 
past you carrying coal, iron and day-trippers to and from Glasgow. You’d have seen smoke billowing out from 
nearby factory chimneys.

A hunner funnels bleezin’, reekin’,

Coal an’ ironstane, charrin’, smeekin’; 

Navvies, miners, keepers, fillers, 

Puddlers, rollers, iron millers; 

Reestit, reekit, raggit laddies, 

Firemen, enginemen, an’ Paddies; 

Boatmen, banksmen, rough an’ rattlin’, 

‘Bout the wecht wi’ colliers battlin’, 

Sweatin’, swearin’, fechtin’, drinkin’; 

Change-house bells an’ gill-stoups clinkin; 

Now read out or write down 
three words in the poem that 
describe sounds.

Are there any Scots words here you don’t know? If not check the glossary below on the 
answers page or look them up online. Some of these describe jobs that people did in the past.

Explore more
The Vulcan, pictured here, 
used to carry coal along the 
canal and you can visit it at 
Summerlee Museum.

Read the poem aloud 
There are lots of words here 
that describe sounds, smells 
and sights from that time.

From Oor Location by Janet Hamilton

Image by Magnus Hagdom CC-BY-SA-2.0
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Answers

Sounds like the past – poem
Sound words you could have had include rattlin, swearin, clinkin, bleezin, fechtin

Products and processes
1 = E
2 = B
3 = C
4 = A
5 = D

Sounds like the past glossary 

Bleezin = blazing 

Reekin = stinking  

Navvies = labourers who built canals and railways 

Paddies = an  outdated term for Irish people 

Fillers =  worked in textile mills 

Firemen = people who stoked furnaces 

Puddlers = iron or clay workers 

Rollers = worked a machine that rolled iron to form and shape it 

Reestit = roasted or smoked 

Banksmen = In charge of the cages at mine pithead 

Wecht = weight 

Change-house = a small in or pub 

Gill stoops = a big jug for drinking from

Hidden words challenge 
Did you find them all? 

Sheet 1:  R

Sheet 2:  A

Sheet 3:  T

Sheet 4:  E

Sheet 5:  W

What does it spell? Hmm? Something this area’s heritage is shaped by? 

The answer is of course WATER! Well done!


