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ACTIVITY SHEET

SHARING 
MEMORIES

Photo mystery
Old photos are hold lots of important clues to how places have changed over time. Test your 
powers of observation on these two. Both show Hogganfield Loch, taken in 1943 when there 
was a restaurant here and rowing boats for hire.

Take a close look. 
Can you spot the five differences between them? 
Which photo is the original?

Lots of people alive today have memories of the Seven 
Lochs area. You probably have some of your own! 

Watch the interviews on the website to hear some of these and discover what the ‘Huggy’ or Hogganfield 
Loch was like for people growing up in the mid-late 1900s. Answers at the back.
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Out in the park?
Based on the photos, 
perhaps you can 
work out where the 
Victorian restaurant 
once stood and plan a 
walk near there.
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Hidden letters
Within each activity 
sheet you’ll find a 
hidden letter. Collect 
all five to spell a word 
that flows through this 
area’s history.

A famous footballer
Edna Nellis (1953-2015) was born in Ruchazie and used to 
play for local boys teams. She went on to play for Scotland 
in the first women’s international match in 1972. Women’s 
football had been banned for 50 years before that.

Can you work out how old she was when she 
played England in 1972? 

Edna played inside right and was known for 
having red hair and skinny wee white legs!

Did you know: 
Gerry Wallace remembers playing football with Edna at 
the Huggy. You can listen to his stories on the website.
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Carry out an interview
 
For our website we interviewed older members of the community. Capturing people’s memories 
is a branch of history called oral history. Your challenge is to carry out an oral history interview 
yourself. 

First things first… 
Who ? Decide who you would like to interview. It could be anyone you know – after all, 
everyone has memories. The older someone is, the further back their stories are likely to go. 
Make sure that it is someone you know well and trust. 

What? 
Have a think about what questions 
you’d like to ask. What would you 
like to know? Write these down.

Questions to ask … 

Where did you grow up and what was it 

like?
Can you describe what the park/this 

street/ was like when you were young? 

How has it changed since you’ve been 

here? 
What was it like growing up in this area?

Do you remember visiting for the first 

time? Who were you with? What was it 

like? 
Tell me about something you’ve achieved 

in your life that you’re really proud of.  

Can you tell me more about some of the 

sweets you used to get/games you used to 

play?
How did you spend your free time? 

Oral historian’s top tips: 
Open questions: You want to get them 
chatting so keep your questions open – 
avoid asking anything they can just say yes 
or no to. If they do say yes or no, you can 
ask ‘can you tell me more about it’ 
Prompts: Show the person some old photos of places or things you’d like to know about. or ask if 
they have any. Objects can be good too. This can help trigger their memories.  

How do I do it? 
You can record sound or video using most phones ...  But you may prefer to take notes using a 
pencil and paper. Note down key phrases as the person speaks. You can also listen and then write 
your notes afterwards.
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Swan-spotter’s guide
For generations people have visited the swans on the loch. 
But what do you know about these elegant birds?   

Read the swan facts below. 
Choose your 3 favourite facts. Write them down. 
Try and memorise them. 

Next time you see a swan on the loch, see if you can 
remember at least one of your swan-spotting facts. 

Swan-spotter’s factfile
1.	 A male swan is called a cob
2.	 A female swan is called a pen 
3.	 Young birds are called cygnets and tend to be light brown
4.	 Males provide the materials for nests and females build them
5.	 People feed them bread but it’s not good for them, especially white bread! Wheat grain, or 

vegetables like lettuce or potatoes are better. In the wild they eat vegetation, fish, frogs, 
molluscs and worms.
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Rhubarb to remember
Children used to eat sticks of rhubarb as a treat. They dipped 
these in sugar, to disguise the sharp taste. There used to be 
rhubarb fields growing near Hogganfield Loch, as Bluebell 
McMullen recalls in her interview on the website.

Here’s something healthy and tasty that you can make 
with rhubarb

Rhubarb and strawberry smoothie
Before you begin: Remember and ask for help 
from an adult before making any of the recipes 
in these sheets. 

Ingredients
•	 1 stalk fresh rhubarb, chopped into 2.5 cm 

(1-inch) chunks (leaves removed)
•	 10-15 fresh strawberries (stems removed and cut into halves)
•	 250ml (about a quarter of a pint) of milk or coconut milk
•	 1 banana
•	 1 teaspoon honey 
•	 1/2 cup ice

Instructions
•	Remove leaves from rhubarb and stems from 
strawberries. Wash and cut into chunks. 
 
•	Peel the banana and cut into chunks 

•	Put all the fruit into a blender or food processor with 
the honey, milk and ice 

•	Blend 

•	Pour into a cool glass and enjoy!  

* Note
Rhubarb leaves are poisonous. Make sure you are 
working with clean leaf-free stalks.
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Answers

Photo mystery
The differences were as follows: 

missing pole, blank clock face, extra boy, extra sign post, extra oar in boat

A famous footballer 
Edna was just 19 years old when she played for Scotland.

Hidden words challenge 
Did you find them all? 
Sheet 1:  R
Sheet 2:  A
Sheet 3:  T
Sheet 4:  E
Sheet 5:  W
What does it spell? Hmm? Something this area’s heritage is shaped by? 
The answer is of course WATER! Well done!


